Friday 28 January

Image 01 - Catherine Smyth

Title: Misty Res
Camera: Canon E0S 550D
Lens: Tamron 18-200 at 22mm
ISO: 100;
Shutter Speed: 1/1000
Aperture: f/5.6
Taken at New Line Reservoir, Bacup, approx. 7.20am
on Feb 26 2021. As I was volunteering on a
Vaccination Hub on Feb 26, I was up early and
noticed there was a strange light around New Line
Reservoir, which is directly in front of my house. I had
to get my camera out and go over and take a photo
before going to the Hub. The first pic was set on the
wrong white balance as I had been on a job and had
taken a photograph indoors the previous day so it
came out blue when the sky was sepia! I adjusted it
and balanced the camera on the bridge at the end of
the res so no need for a tripod. I took 11 photos in
total as, at first, the geese were not centre stage...
when they did arrive, they were initially both facing to
the right, then they crossed over so looked like one
duck with two necks, finally on pic 11 they separated
in opposite directions creating the illusion of almost
perfect symmetry. No manipulation of the image was
made on Adobe Photoshop as I didn't feel any was
required. The photo has now been printed on a large
canvas and is above my fireplace.

Image 02 - Colin Ellison

Title: Drying Out
Camera: Canon 500D
Lens: Canon 18-55 at 35mm
ISO: 400
Shutter speed: 1/1000
Aperture: f/11
I watched as this swan came out of the water and
then immediately spread out his wings to help them
to dry out (there are still one or two drops of water on
his plumage). The interesting thing was that there
were ducks very close to him and they did not move
at all or show any interest in him.

Image 03 - Bernard Tighe

Title: Water-46
Camera: Canon EOS 5DS
Lens: Canon 70-200 L IS USM @ 70mm
ISO: 125
Shutter speed: 1/40
Aperture f/11
As some will know I am disabled and Catherine is
slowly getting me to some sort of fitness and taking
pictures not only stimulates the brain but also shows
how far I’ve come with everything. Canals are a new
thing for me and also easy on the legs.

Image 04 - Rick Cowley

Title: 2005_1228Image0124 (4)
Camera: Fuji FinePix F810
Lens: 24mm-100mm built-in, at 24mm
ISO: 200
Shutter speed: 1/40
Aperture: f/5.4
I thought I’d travel back in time for this DIC round,
and found some pictures lurking in the deepest
recesses of my computer that I had taken way back
in 2005 on my very first digital camera, a Fuji
compact. In a contemporary review of the camera,
50% gave it 5 or 4 stars (out of 5), and the other 50%
gave it 2 or just 1 star – not very insightful or helpful!
Anyway, it did OK for me for a year or two, before
graduating to one of the early and fairly basic Canon
DSLRs. I took the picture whilst in my home town of
Brighton whilst attending to some family business
there. I was intrigued by the evening murmuration of
countless starlings flying over the sad remains of the
West Pier (destroyed by fires and storms) before
they settled down for the night on the iron framework.
Sadly, even less of the pier remains there today – but
its place had been taken, on the prom, by a 162m tall
observation tower, the tallest tower in Sussex and the
“world’s slenderest tall tower”, apparently. The West
Pier , being close to the boundary with Hove, was
always the posher of the two Brighton piers. As a
young lad I always much preferred the Palace Pier,
which had more amusements and rides, and,
importantly for a young teenager, plenty of “what the
butler saw” slot machines (which actually and most
disappointingly, was not a lot!).

Image 05 - Leo Turner

Title: Knife Angel for Round 13
Camera: Nikon D300s
Lens: Nikkor DX18-70mm.3.3-4.5G at
18mm
ISO 200.
Shutter Speed 1/10
Aperture: f/10
This sculpture is made from the knives
either confiscated by the Police or
handed into the Police during an Knife
amnesty and was sited behind
Blackburn Cathedral. it was removed
just before Christmas to be displayed
elsewhere. I've included an inset of the
original for clarification. I removed the
clutter around the base of the sculpture
and replaced it with the light snow
around the figure. I make no apology
for the repetition of the snow pattern. I
removed the supporting frame behind
the head and added a more colourful
sky, It is a genuine sky, taken from
another photo and not a 'made up' sky.
The figure was illuminated by one lamp
above and to the left and higher than
the figure. I then saturated the figure to
match the sky and the light from the
lamp, as can be seen with the shadow
on the wing behind the head. I added a
slight frame of a matching colour in
order to contain the picture.

Image 06 - Colin Hubbard

Title: Alethiometer

This is primarily a
vector drawing
although there are
at least 7
photographs within
it, hence no
camera details. It
is my impression
of the Alethiometer
described by Philip
Pullman in his
‘Dark Materials’
and ‘Book of Dust’
novels, and of
course features in
the current BBC/
HBO TV
adaptation. Not
read them or seen
the TV production?
Shame upon you,
you’ll have to
Google it to
understand what it
does. There are 36
symbols around
the perimeter of
the instrument, all
specifically named
in the text but with
no suggestion as
to their order, so
I’ve put them in
alphabetical order
starting with
‘Alpha/Omega’ and
finishing with ‘Wild
Man’. With the
exception of 3 photographs, they are all individual vector drawings that I’ve been working on over the last
few months. I’ve used other photographs to create texture in some of the drawings. For example the
chameleon is clipped to an image of a gravel path, the cracked glazed effect on the turquoise tiles behind
the symbols is dried, cracked mud on the Menai Strait and the metal frame holding the cogs in place is
clipped to an image of concrete. Four of the symbols are based on national or international company logos,
although still drawn by me. Any guesses? Because this is a vector drawing it will print to any size but, not
being Martin Parr, I’m stuck with A3+. This is still work in progress so any suggestions would be
appreciated, (especially sensible ones!)

Image 07 - Andy Spencer

Title: Stag in the Mist
Camera: Nikon D750
Lens: Nikon 200-500mm at 500mm
ISO: 800
Shutter Speed: 1/400
Aperture: f/5.6
This is the said stag from last months selections. I
have two versions. This is a closer crop to remove
some over hanging branches although they are not
too instrusive. I did try to remove them but it's not
something I like to do too much of on wildlife photos.
Luckily there was still some mist and dew around
which really help the shot. I was hoping it was going
to start bellowing so I could catch it's breath it the
early morning chill but maybe next year.

Image 08 - David Broadhurst

Title: Weird Perspective
Camera: Panasonic LX 100
Lens: Fixed zoom at 11mm
ISO: 400
Shutter speed: 1/15
Aperture: f/5.6
This photograph was taken hand held leaning over
the rail of the upper floor balcony of the Harris
Museum in Preston. It was a straight forward record
shot taken with little thought. When I looked at it later
on the computer the perspective appeared a little
weird. (Steps on left hand side) The reception desk
on the ground floor was burnt out and required some
work, it is slightly cropped otherwise it’s as shot.
Except for one change l made can you spot it ?

Image 09 - Ian Bramwell

Title: Graceful Lady
Camera: Withheld
Lens: Withheld 24 - 105mm f4 at
35mm
ISO: 400
Shutter speed: 1/125
Aperture: f/8.0
This photograph will have been
seen previously by a few members,
but I thought it would be interesting
to look at it again. I took the
photograph in Bradford on a cold
day in November 2017. I had gone
to Bradford to see the Soyuz space
capsule that astronaut Tim Peake
had returned to earth in from the
International Space Station – that
was amazing. Afterwards I had a
walk around the centre of
Bradford. The lady in the
photograph was sat on a bench
enjoying a cigarette. I stopped to
chat with her, and she said she met
her friend every week to have a
fish and chip lunch. I asked if I
could take her photograph. She
was a little hesitant at first and told
me that when she was eighteen
years old, she was beautiful but not
so now. This is one of my favourite
photographs. She is elderly,
showing signs of a long and
possibly hard-working life. I love
her smile and the twinkle in her
eyes as she looked at me, and that
she is nonchalantly enjoying a post
lunch cigarette. I decided this
image looked better as a
monochrome as I think it was
appropriate for the subject, i.e.,
displaying the tones and textures. I
used Adobe Camera Raw for the
few adjustments needed.

Image 10 - Stefan Pankow

Title: Star Flyer
Camera: Nikon Z 6
Lens: Nikkor Z 24-200mm f/4-6.3 VR
ISO: 100
Shutter Speed: 1.3s
Aperture: f/9
had ride out to the lights, it was a cold
foggy night. it was busy but not overly
busy. I liked the look of the ride and i
thought it would make an interesting
shot. I decided to place the comedy
carpet in the foreground and waited for
the ride to descend. Based on The
Blackpool Tower Headland, is one of
Europe's Tallest Star Flyer, Around the
World. With a height of 60m, it
measures just below half the Blackpool
Tower. This is part of Blackpool Winter
Gardens Wonderland and Christmas by
the Sea. Built by Van Der Beek, this is
1 of 3 in the world. Other 2 are located
elsewhere. The ride is normally at the
Edinburgh Christmas Markets, in
Scotland, however Blackpool managed
to secure such a ride for the duration of
the illuminations.

